Obstetric anaesthesia training in the Wessex region before and after introduction of Calman training.
We canvassed the opinions of anaesthetic trainees by questionnaire in 1995 and 1998, before and after the introduction of Calman training in which the registrar and senior registrar grades were replaced by the specialist registrar grade. We received replies from 106 trainees in 1995 (90%) and 115 (92%) in 1998. The survey results demonstrate that the total experience in obstetric anaesthesia gained by trainees has not decreased. Experience of regional techniques (epidural, spinal and combined spinal-epidural) increased, but the proportion of senior trainees who had performed fewer than 20 general anaesthetics for caesarean section rose from 0/23 in 1995 to 4/33 (12%). In 1998, the majority of senior trainees had experience of general anaesthesia for fetal distress, severe preeclampsia, eclampsia and massive obstetric haemorrhage. Only a minority had experienced failed intubation or a total spinal. In 1995, 5/21 (24%) of senior house officers agreed or strongly agreed that they were on call before they felt confident about dealing with common problems. The proportion was still 4/23 (17%) in 1998.